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Weather Hurricane Isabel hit the eastern U.S. in September, killing dozens of people and causing
billions of dollars in damage. But one group of people was hit particularly hard: people with
disabilities. Twenty-five percent of the people living in low-lying coastal areas in the hurricane's path
were unable to evacuate because of their disabilities. And the weather was only the beginning of
their struggles. Longtime San Francisco resident Rob Quick didn't expect the city's storm surge to
flood his home when Superstorm Sandy struck New York City. But flooding wasn't the only problem
he and his two visually impaired roommates were facing. "We're handicapped people and we're in
New York," said Quick. "Every city has disasters. We're not going to be any different." Hurricane
Isabel has been responsible for 32 deaths and at least $20 billion in damage. Back in Texas, the
disabled residents of Galveston Island have not been so lucky. Along with the devastation of
Hurricane Ike, the environmental clean up has its own problems. "We're going to take a year to
really start dealing with this," said Melissa Perry, a local and disabled resident. Some of the houses
have huge holes in them and the ones that have collapsed have little chance of being replaced. "The
houses will probably have to be torn down or something, or the people that live there now, will have
to find another place to live," Perry said. The extreme cost of repairing the city can only be seen in
terms of the city's finances and when broken sewage systems overload emergency treatment
facilities there are about a million gallons of raw sewage released into the streets. "It just flooded
about everything," said Devon Smith, a Galveston resident. So who is responsible for the costs of the
clean up? According to the Department of Justice,
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